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SPENSER IN IRELAND 



I. INTBODUCTORY 

Most of the biographers of Spenser have utilized mainly the 
biographical material in the poet's own writings. This is quite right 
and natural, as this sort of material in itself is of more interest and 
profit for the study of a great poet than is any other and extraneous 
material. S61incourt in the short life prefixed to his one-volume 
Oxford edition of Spenser has utilized this material with great skill, 
and one agrees with him that much of Spenser's verse is highly 
autobiographical and abounds in self-revelation, however guarded 
and veiled. But a fascination in the case of Spenser attaches to 
the strange contrast in his nature between Spenser the idealist and 
the man of poetic sensibility, and Spenser the man of affairs and 
servant of the state.' By reason of this contrast it is even more 
interesting to study the career of Spenser as an office-holder than it 
is to study that of Chaucer. 

For the study of this career we have certain records and data, 
although for less than we would wish, and recent important dis- 
coveries^ lead to the hope that others may yet follow. The Irish 
records especially have been very imperfectly searched, and the better 
part of Spenser's active life was connected with Ireland. Moreover 
such records as have been calendared or noticed have been very 
sUghtly studied and interpreted. It is true that, like many other 
data in Spenser's biography, they abound in difficulties. All the 
more reason therefore why attention should be directed to them and 
discussion of them invited. For it is only by the method of trial 
and error that the way can be prepared for the as yet unwritten 
life of Spenser in Ireland. Accordingly what is here submitted is 
rather in the nature of notes and queries than of definite thesis. 

» Shall we say (for a comprehensive category) therefore a typical Elizabethan and 
man of the Benalssance 7 

' Notably that in regard to Spenser's secretaryship to the Bishop of Rochester in 
1578. 

[Modern Philoloot, May, 1922] 405 
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II. EDMUND SPENSER " PREBENDARY OF EFFIN" 

Duly indexed under the name of Edmund Spenser in the Calendars 
of State Papers Relating to Ireland, 1586-1588 (London, 1877), at 
page 222 under date of December 5, 1586, appears the following 
entry: "Collection of the arrearages of first fruits. These contain 
the names of many of the clergy of the time, amongst others .... 
Edmondus Spenser, prebendary of Effin." The passage in the 
original at the Public Record Office, London, reads as follows:' 

No. 18. A Booke of the proceedings againste the clergy of Ireland vpon 
certen informacions in the eschequor there. P. 698. Brevis collectio 
quorundum arreragiorum primorum fructuum .... debit ex deversis 

Dignitat ac promocioniftws spiritualifews infrascript P. 716. Limericen. 

Edmondus Spencer preb. de Effin i\\li. 

So far as I know this entry has not been mentioned by any of the 
writers upon Spenser since its appearance in 1877. It is true that it 
at once suggests difficulties. Spenser the poet is not otherwise 
known to have held clerical office; it is altogether improbable that 
he was ever ordained;^ and at first sight it seems strange that his 
name should be associated with the obscure parish of Effin in 1586. 
Nevertheless I think that there is considerable probabiUty that we 
are here dealing with Edmund Spenser the poet, and that we have 
here a new fact in Spenser's life. 

In the first place, no evidence has ever been adduced of the 
presence of another Edmund Spenser in Ireland at this period. 
The burden of proof is therefore on those who would deny the face 
of the record and its application to the poet. How then are we to 
account for Spenser's holding the office of a prebend, and at Effin, 
and in 1586 ? 

Spenser was doubtless a layman, but if by exception and for 
special reasons a layman were to be admitted to clerical office, no 
one in his time was better qualified to be so admitted than Spenser. 
He was a master of arts of Cambridge and as such had doubtless 

» Transcript supplied by Mr. Henry R. Plomer. 

'Cf. View of Ireland (Globe ed. of Spenser, p. 645): " Irenaeus: Lltle have I to say 
of religion .... myself have not beene much conversante in that calling." We are 
probably safe in applying the statement to Spenser. Irenaeus is pretty consistently 
his mouthpiece. Cf. p. 679: " For religion lltle have I to saye, myself being (as I sayd) 
not professed therin." 
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received a large measure of religious training.' During his college 
years and those immediately following he was deeply interested in 
church affairs and in matters of ecclesiastical polity — an interest 
which is reflected at large in the Shepherds' Calendar of 1579.^ Later 
in Mother Hubberd's Tale and in others of his writings* the same 
preoccupation appears. In 1578 he was secretary to the Bishop of 
Rochester, a position which must have kept him in daily contact 
and concern with persons and matters of the church. A few years 
later (March, 1581) while still secretary to Lord Grey in Ireland 
he was appointed registrar or clerk in Chancery for Faculties,^ an 
office whose duties were concerned with the registration of "faculties" 
or special ecclesiastical licenses issued by the Archbishop of Dublin 
or other properly constituted authorities, and therefore involving 
close association with people and affairs of the church. 

Now another point which is clear is that during the greater 
part of the reign of Elizabeth certain benefices, and especially 
prebends, were held by laymen.^ In the case of Bland v. Maddox 

1 Cf. H. W. Cripps, A Practical Treatise on the Laws of the Church and the Clergy, 
London, 1845, p. 11 : " No bishop shall admit any person to sacred orders except he hath 
talten some degree of school in either of the two universities." Thus far Spenser seems 
to have qualified. 

2 J. J. Higginson, Spenser's Shepherds' Calendar in Relation to Contemporary Affairs, 
New York, 1913, passim. 

' C. H. Whitman, Subject-Index to the Poems of Edmund Spenser, New Haven, 1918. 
See references at pp. 52-53 for passages showing Spenser's familiarity with church affairs. 

< Calendar of Fiants, Elizabeth (Reports of the Deputy Keeper, DuWin, 1896 ft.), 
No. 3694. Cf. Harleian MSS 4107; Liber Munerum Publicorum Hiberniae, Part II, 
p. 29 (gives the date, probably by error or following Old Style, as March 22, 1580). 

5 Cf. New English Dictionary, " Prebendary " : " In some chapters of the Old Founda- 
tion the name prebendary (with a territorial addition) is retained for the titular holder 
of a disendowed prebend." Perhaps not applicable in this case. Eflln was probably 
not disendowed and Spenser's appointment to the prebend there was perhaps of the 
nature of a sinecure. Cf. W. H. Frere, The English Church in the Reigns of Elizabeth 
and James I, London, 1904, p. 193: Grindal's reforms in ecclesiastical law (1576) still 
permitted dispensations "for laymen to hold some benefices without cure of souls," 
and "for clergy to be non-resident." These regulations were sent to Ireland "for the 
guidance of the Master of Faculties there " 

Cf. E. L. Cutts, Parish Priests and Their People, London, 1898, p. 350; "A prebend 
was sometimes a manor, more frequently a rectory, rarely a sum of money, wMch formed 
an endowment for a canon." Cf. H. W. Cripps, A Practical Treatise of the Laws of the 
Church and the Clergy, London, 1845, p. 120 (on prebends). The act of 31 Eliz. against 
Abuses in ... . Presentation to Benefices was not passed until 1588. Cf. E. Gibson, 
Codex juris Ecclesiastici Anglicani, London, 1713, p. 198. Cf. Richard Burn, The Ecclesi- 
astical Law, 9th edition, ed. R. Phillimore, London, 1842, II, 87-92, on "Prebends and 
Prebendaries ": "A prebend is an endowment in land or pension in money given to a 
cathedral .... for a maintenance of a secular priest or regular canon. Formerly a 
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in the time of Elizabeth the Court ruled that a layman might take 
title to a prebend (reference to Burn's The Ecdesiatical Law, below), 
and the practice was far from uncommon. It is true that Mother 
Hiibberd's Tale (11. 414 ff.) sharply satirizes unquahfied and incompe- 
tent aspirants after clerical benefices: 

How manie honest men see ye arize 
Daylie thereby, and grow to goodly prize; 
To Deanes, to Archdeacons; to Commissaries, 
To Lords, to Principalis, to Prebendaries ? 

But would Spenser, although a layman, be regarded as unqualified 
in the opinion of his time and in his own opinion ? 

Moreover in Spenser's day there were special circumstances which 
might seem to justify such tenures. The state of the lower clergy 
in Ireland was deplorable and evidently the Enghsh governors were 
hard put to it to supply, and that rarely, decent incumbents. 
Spenser's own testimony is very much to the point and may be held 
to bear indirectly upon such cases as the appointment of the pre- 
bendary of Effin. In the View of Ireland} Irenaeus says: 

What ever disorder you see in the Church of England ye may find there 
[in Ireland], and many more .... for all the Irish priestes which nowe 
enjoye the churche livinges there, are in a manner meere laymen. They 
neither reade scriptures, nor preache to the people, nor minister the sacrament 

of the communion There is a statute there enacted in Ireland, 

which seemes to have bene grounded upon a good meaning— that whatsoever 
Englishman, being of good conversation and sufficiency, shal be brought 
unto any of the bishoppes, and nominated into any living within theyr 
dioces that is presently voyde that he shall (without contradiction) be 

admitted therunto before any Irish There are noe such sufficient 

English ministers sent over as might be presented to any bishopp for any 
living, but the most parte of such English as come over thither of themselves 
are either unlearned, or men of some badd note, for which they have forsaken 
England. 



layman .... might have taken title to a prebend." Cf. p. 275 on "First Fruits." Ct. 
Dixon, History of the Church of England, II, 336, 504. 

A letter of Mr. J. C. Ayer, of Philadelphia, learned In the canon law, kindly com- 
municated by the Rev. Henry B. Washburn, dean of the Episcopal Theological School, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, reviews the practice in England and abroad and cites the 
case of Calvin "who had a prebend when he went to Paris to study and later received a 
second. The law of England was the same as everywhere In such matters." 

> Globe ed. of Spenser, pp. 646-47. Cf. W. D. Killen, Ecclesiastical History of 
Ireland, London, 1875, I, 466-69. 
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Possibly a passage which follows reflects Spenser's own experience: 

And yf he [the Bishop] shall at the instance of any Englishman of 
countenance there, whom he will not displease, accept of any such minister 
as shal be tendred unto him, yet he will underhand carrye such a hard 
hande over him, or by his officers wringe him so sore, as he will soone make 
him wearye of his poore living [and see the rest of the passage for its 
possible autobiographical bearing]. 

Did Spenser although a layman try to administer some of the duties 
of the office of the prebendary of Effin? We do not know. It is 
likely enough that he was non-resident and had received the position 
as a mere sinecure and so regarded it, even finding its revenues so 
small that he was forced to default in the payment of first fruits,' 
as at other times he defaulted in the payment of rents. On the 
other hand, it is possible that as a sufficient and learned layman he 
attempted to administer such oflSces as he might to the poor 
parishioners of Effin. Effin is a small parish near Kilmallock in 
County Limerick and less than twenty miles north from Kilcolman 
(Doneraile). A prebendary attached to the chapter of Limerick 
had been located there from ancient times.^ 

We do not know enough about Spenser's life in 1585-86 to 
pronounce whether he may have been resident at Effin, at least for 
part of the time, during that period. His interests and duties during 
the first decade of his Irish sojourn were taking him to various parts 
of the island — Dubhn, Limerick, Cork, New Abbey, Enniscorthy, 
and many other places — and it is possible that Effin was one of his 
temporary abiding-places, whence in 1586 he flitted to Kilcolman, 
the estate which was probably assured him in that year as one of the 



1 First fruits were due "before any actual or real possession .... of his benefice" 
(Bum, Eccles. Law, II, 276. Cf. Crippa, Lawa Rel. to the Church, p. 365). We may there- 
fore conjecture that Spenser's appointment as prebendary of Efittn did not long precede 
December 5, 1586. 

2 Cf. Liber Munerum, Part V, pp. 94, 207. Cf. P. Fitzgerald and J. J. McGregor, 
History, Topography and Antiquities of the County and City of Limerick, Dublin, 1826—27, 
I, 391: " Effln, west of Ballingaddy, Is a rectory and vicarage in the diocese of Limerick, 
and contains 1052 acres." Cf. William W. Seward, Topographia Hibernica, Dublin, 1795. 
Appendix, p. 21, under "Dioecesis Limericensis " ("Taxatio & Extenta .... 2 Oct. 5 
mo. Car. I . . . . Praeb. de Effyn Si.O.O"). Ct. Sa,iaae\liewis, Topographical Dictionary 
o/ Ireland, London, 1837,1,596: "Effln a parish in CO. Limerick near Kilmallock." "It 
is a rectory and vicarage in the diocese of Limerick, constituting the corps of the prebend 
of Effln in the cathedral of Limerick." cf. Calendar, Ireland, 1600, p. 242. 
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participants in the project of the Munster undertakers.' But the 
circumstances of Spenser's tenure of the prebend of Effin probably- 
must remain a matter of conjecture. 

III. EDMUND SPENSER 

Most of the details of Spenser's life in Ireland remain obscure. 
A few salient facts in regard to him are to be found in the public 
records. From these we have points of departure and a certain 
amount of orientation. But the rest is matter of conjecture and 
inference, helped in only small measure by reference to places and 
persons in his own writings, especially the View of Ireland and the 
Faerie Queene. 

The period from September, 1582, when Lord Grey returned to 
England and Spenser's secretaryship ceased, until 1588 when we are 
pretty sure that he was in possession of Kilcolman, is especially 
obscure. What were Spenser's occupations, other than poetry- 
making, and where did he reside, during this time ? What was his 
means of liveUhood,^ and who were his patrons and associates ? 

Doubtless through Grey's patronage he had been assisted to 
various good things before the former's return to England. The 
clerkship of the Chancery for Faculties he probably held till 1588.' 
Profit doubtless came from the lease of Enniscorthy in 1582 and its 
conveyance by Spenser to Richard Synot, and from other similar 
transactions. Such a transaction may have been the lease for six 
years of the Dublin residence of the rebel Viscount Baltinglas (James 
Eustace) to Spenser in 1582. This lease usually has been cited as 
proof of Spenser's residence in Dublin 1582-88. But we do not 
know that he even occupied the premises; the town residence of a 
nobleman was probably too expensive an establishment to be main- 
tained by one in the poet's circumstances, especially after the loss 
of his secretaryship, and it is more likely that the lease was soon 

1 Or it may be that he was resident at Kilcolman as early as the winter ol 1585-86 
and thence made occasional trips to Effln (a place within easy riding distance) . 

2 The pension did not come till 1590. 

» Appointed at Grey's instance? ("Given free from the Seale in respect he ys 
Secretarie to the right honorable the Lord Deputie. ") But whether he exercised the 
office in person ("a deputy allowed") and what were its fees in net yearly revenue to 
him we do not linow. 
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disposed of at a profit.^ Spenser was probably in Dublin from time 
to time after 1582^ and may have maintained a residence there, 
but there is no sure proof of this. 

But there is one inference from the records which has been 
briefly noticed by the authors of the life of the poet in the Dictionary 
of National Biography (p. 797) and which deserves more prominent 
treatment in the future biography of Spenser. In 1583-84, probably 
from the latter part of 1582 also, and possibly for some time after 
1584, Spenser was principally resident at New Abbey, county Kil- 
dare. The lease of this estate, "with an old waste town adjoining, 
and its appurtenances," he received August 24, 1582.' This was 
another of the forfeited estates of James Eustace, Viscount 
Baltinglas.^ The lease was for twenty-one years, and the rent 
three pounds. There is no record when Spenser disposed of this 
lease, if at all during his lifetime, but the fact of his residence is pretty 
well established by two references to Edmund Spenser as "of New 
Abbey," in 1583 and 1584, further corroborated by the fact of his 
appointment May 12, 1583, and July 4, 1584, as one of the com- 
missioners of musters in county Kildare.^ We have many studies 
of Spenser's later residence, Kilcolman, but we lack information as 
to this earlier residence of New Abbey, although Falkiner* tells us 
that it was on the river Liffey (the Liffey of Faerie Queene, IV, xi, 41), 
and within riding distance of Dublin. 

1 There Is no record of its conveyance by Spenser, but the extant Irish records are 
notoriously defective. 

2 The sonnet to Harvey is dated from Dublin, July 18, 1586. 

3 Calendar of Fiants, Elizabeth, No. 3969. In 1582 also Spenser received a "custo- 
diam" of Eustace's land of the Newland (Calendar of State Papers, Ireland, 1674-1586, 
p. 345). 

' The formal attainder of Eustace was not passed until 1585. Apparently his 
estates were seized and distributed soon after his flight to Spain in 1581. Grosart (ed. 
of Spenser, I, 147) states t hat this lease was forfeited for non-payment of rent for seven 
years and a half. I have not been able to verify this statement. If Spenser held on to 
it for seven and one-half years its termination would date in 1590. 

' Calendar of Fiants, Elizabeth, Nos. 4150, 4464. Notice that in most of these 
references to the poet in Ireland he is spoken of as Edmund Spenser, "gentleman," a 
descriptive epithet never attached to his name before his Irish residence. Here he was 
one of the gentry, a dignity enlianced a little later by his receipt of the "seignory" of 
Kilcolman. Cf. James F. Ferguson in Gentleman's Magazine, 1855, II, 605-9: That the 
lease of New Abbey was forfeited August 24, 1582. But this was the date of the lease 
cf. Calendar of Fiants, No. 3969. 

' Essays relating to Ireland, London, 1909, p. 14. Cf. Samuel Lewis, Topographical 
Dictionary of Ireland, Loudon, 1837, II, 84: "Some remains of the buildings of New 
Abbey, on the banks of the Liffey, are still to be seen." 
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IV. SPENSER "clerk OF DECREES AND RECOGNIZANCES" 

That Spenser held the office of Clerk of Decrees and Recognizances 
in Ireland is a statement which goes back to Hardiman' and which 
seems to have been repeated by most of Spenser's biographers 
since,^ solely on Hardiman's authority and without further examina- 
tion and verification. There may exist original evidence for this 
statement, although I have not been able to trace it in the printed 
sources accessible to me. Hardiman's brief footnote life of Spenser 
merely puts forth the general claim of being based on "original docu- 
ments." No specific citation of record is given for this statement. It 
therefore remains to be proved. Grosart' in substantiation refers to 
"Liber Hiberniae." But the Liber Munerum Publicorum Hibemiae 
("By Command, 1824"), if this be Grosart's reference, as I take it to 
be, so far as I can discover does not bear out the statement. The list 
of "Principal Registers and Clerks of the Acts and Recognizances" 
(for ecclesiastical causes)^ does not contain Spenser's name. The 
list of "Clerks of the Decrees and Recognizances"^ gives the incum- 
bents only from 1605, and naturally Spenser's name does not appear. 
The inference is that the office was not instituted before 1605.* 
Hardiman, after stating that Grey was sworn as Lord Deputy, 
September 7, 1580, goes on to say: "On the 22nd of March following, 
Spenser was appointed clerk of the decrees and recognizances of 
chancery, and his patent was given 'free from the seal in respect he 
is secretary to the Right Honorable the Lord D., ' " and that he was 
succeeded in this office June 22, 1588, by Arland Ussher. Now it is 
a suspicious fact that Spenser was granted the office of "registrar 
or clerk in Chancery for faculties" March 22, 1581, that the phrase 
"given free from the Scale in respect he ys Secretarie to the right 
honorable the Lord Deputie" does appear in this grant,' and that 
he was succeeded in this office June 22, 1588, by Arland Ussher.* 

1 Irish Minstrelsy, London, 1831, I, 319 (note) ff. 

2 Collier, Grosart, Dictionary of National Biography, etc. 
' Grosart's ed. of Spenser, I, 150. 

< Liber Munerum, Part II, p. 182. 
' Ibid., Part II, pp. 28-29. 

•Wood, Guide to the Records in the Public Record Office, Ireland, p. 28, so states. 
' Calendar of Fiants, Elizabeth, No. 3694 (in Reports of the Deputy Keeper, Dublin, 
1869 fl.). Cf. also Harlelan MS 4107. 
« Liber Munerum, Part II, p. 29. 
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Hardiman and Grosart (if indeed Grosart closely inspected the 
"Liber Hiberniae") apparently have simply confused the several* 
offices of clerk of the Chancery for Faculties, of clerk of the acts and 
recognizances, and of clerk of decrees and recognizances. Until 
further evidence is adduced the statement that Spenser was clerk 
of decrees and recognizances rests, therefore, on the unsupported 
"authority" of Hardiman. 

V. SPENSER "clerk IN CHANCERY FOR FACULTIES" 

That Edmund Spenser, "gent., secretary of the deputy" received 
the grant of the office of "registrar or clerk in Chancery, for faculties 
under the statute 28 Hen. VIII, to hold during good behaviour, 
with the fees belonging to the office, " March 22, 1580-81, is definitely 
established.^ The entry of the same appointment in Harleian MS 
4107 is in nearly the same terms, but with a significant addition: 
"Edmunde Spencer, Register or Gierke in the Ghauncerie of the 
faculties within the kingdome of Ireland quam diu se bene gesserit, 
a depu[ty] all[owed], cane. 22 die Marcii 23 Eliz." We also know 
that Spenser was succeeded in this office by Arland Ussher, Gent.,' 
under patent of June 22, 1588,* at the time when Spenser is supposed 
to have taken over from Bryskett the office of acting clerk of the 
Council of Munster. 

These documents suggest an explanation and a query or two. 
The statute referred to is rather long, a bit involved, and not easy 
to apply in all respects to the case of Spenser.* It recites most of 
the provisions of the corresponding English act and concludes by 
declaring that this act shall extend not only to England but to the 
King's other dominions, including Ireland. "Faculties" are special 
licenses or permits (e.g., for the removal of a grave) issued by ecclesi- 
astical authority under the ecclesiastical law.' The act provides 

' Several, that is. so far as they are treated In the Liber Munerum. 

' Calendar of Fianis. Elizabeth, No. 3694. Cf. Liber Munerum, Part II, p. 29. 
"Lewis" Bryslcett, "Cleric of the P. Councir' was the first incumbent of this ofHce by 
patent of April 11. 1577. 

' Father of the future archbishop who claimed friendship with Spenser. 

« Liber Munerum, Part II, p. 29. 

* Cf . The Statutes at Large passed in the Parliaments held in Ireland. . . . Published 
by Authority, Dublin, 1786, chap, xix, pp. 142 fl. "The Act of Faculties." Cf. Liber 
Munerum, Part VI, pp. 7 ff., for a digest of the act. Cf. C. L. Palkiner, Essays Relating 
to Ireland, London, 1909, p. 13, n. 

•On "Faculties" see Encyclopedia of the Laws of England, London, 1907, VI. 1-2; 
also The Laws of England, by the Earl of Halsbury, London. 1910. XI, 540. 
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for their issuance by the archbishop or his deputies subject to the 
approval of the Crown. The archbishop is empowered to ordain a 
clerk to write and register all licenses. The Crown also is to ordain 
"one sufficient clerke, being learned in the course of chancery" to 
enrol all confirmations of such licenses. Both clerks shall sign and 
register all licenses, and keep proper books. The provisions as 
to fees are very complicated. It seems impossible from them to 
arrive at any estimate of what Spenser's revenues from this source 
may have been. The entry above from the Harleian MSS ("a 
deputy allowed") suggests that this office may have been granted 
to Spenser as a sinecure and that he never performed its functions 
in person but merely by a deputy. In which case a deal of recon- 
struction in the surmises as to his occupations in Ireland 1582-88 
would be necessitated! At least it seems a fair question whether 
the secretary of the lord deputy could find time, from March, 1581, 
to September, 1582, to perform the duties of clerk of the faculties. 

Were there two clerks in Ireland, one for the archbishop and one 
for the Crown? If so which of the clerkships did Spenser hold? 
Does the abbreviated word "cane." in the document cited above 
together with the phrase "in chancery" indicate an appointment 
from the Lord Chancellor? And so may Spenser's appointment 
have come from Adam Loftus, archbishop of Dublin and lord chan- 
cellor of Ireland (1581-1605) ? Or was he appointed by the Crown 
through the Lord Deputy Grey ? 

But still another problem now appears. And that is found in 
the record' of a patent of March 14, 1582, to Roland Cowyk, "being 
now aged," to this effect: 

That he shall have and enjoy the same several offices in that our realm of 
Ireland [i.e. as exist in England, viz. "Clerk of our Chancery .... for 
. . . . mattersandcausesof Faculties"; also "our sole Register for ail manner 
of Appeales Ecclesiatical made to us into our Chancery"], and be our Clerk of 
our Chancery there for the Faculties, and our sole Register for all manner 
of Appeales Ecclesiatical .... in as ample manner as either our officers 
do use and exercise those severall offices here in England .... and also 
the office of our Register of our late and new created Prerogative Court 
Ecclesiastical in Ireland.^ 

' Liber Muneruin, Part II, p. 29. 
2 Established March 1, 1580. 
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Cowyk is not described as "sole" clerk for faculties. Did he act 
in this office as Spenser's deputy? Probably not. Else why the 
separate patent from the Crown? Or was he the clerk appointed 
by the Crown ("our Clerk") while Spenser, or Spenser's deputy, was 
the archbishop's clerk for faculties ?i 

At any rate from the terms of the act it does not appear that 
Spenser was clerk of a court in the modern sense, where cases were 
tried or decided. Whichever of the clerkships he held his duties 
would merely be either the writing and registering of "faculties" 
(special ecclesiastical licenses) or the registration of their confirmation 
by the Crown.^ 

VI. Spenser's "rewards" as secretary to grey 
Grosart's Life of Spenser^ recites the "entry of £l62 [ = £1600 
today at least] assigned to Spenser for 'rewards' paid by him as 
Secretary." In the article on Spenser in the Dictionary of National 
Biography this statement is transformed'' and appears as: "He was 
well paid for his services, and in 1582 received for 'rewards' as sec- 
retary 162L" 

' The language of the patent suggests the appointment of Cowyk as clerk for the 
Crown. But see the letter of Loftus to Burghley, May 22, 1587 (Calendar, Ireland, 1586- 
88, p. 359), on the recent death of Cowyk, where the latter is described as Loftus' "regis- 
trar" for many years. The probability is that Spenser was appointed by Grey for the 
Crown. Possibly Cowyk imme<liately succeeded him as sole registrar for faculties In 
Ireland. 

2 Liber Munerum, Part III, p. 9, refers to Cottonlan MSS, Titus B, XII, No. 89, 
"A paper concerning the instructions for passing faculties In Ireland." I have not had 
the opportunity of inspecting tills MS. It may be of importance. 

' In his edition of Spenser, I, [147]. Cites as authority the "Book of Concordatums." 
As tills goes to press a report is received from Mr. Henry R. Plomer of his finding an ad- 
ditional passage concerning the payment of sums to Spenser tor rewards to messengers in 
the "Book of Concordatums," which is probably the one referred to by Grosart. It is in 
State Papers (London), Ireland, Elizabeth, Vol. 92, p. 20 (1), and reads as follows: 
"Edmond Spencer for Rewards by him payd to messengers at sundrie times viz.: 

ultimo Septembris 1580 by concordatum £ 12.15. 
xij Decembris 1580 p " 18.16.10 

xxviij March 1581 " 39. 3. 8 

xlune 1581 " 47. 2. 8 

Ix Nov 1581 " 42.19. 2 



In all £160. 17. 4." 
The previous citation, above, therefore, appears to be that of an as yet unnoticed docu- 
ment in relation to Spenser. 

• At least no other authority than Grosart is apparent ad loc. Grosart's citation is 
incomplete and easily subject to misinterpretation. The Dictionary of National Biog- 
raphy statement, through lack of verification, is completely wrong. 
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The original records in the PubHc Record Office, London/ give 
entries of "suche Concordat as is alredie paid by Sr. Henry Wallopp, 
knight Treasurer at warres there" to "Edmond Spencer for rewards 
to messengers," in the total sum £430. 10. 2d. How Grosart ar- 
rived at the sum of £l62 I do not know. But the plain inference 
is that these sums were not for Spenser's personal use but were for 
the payment of messengers or bearers of official dispatches through 
him as secretary of the Lord Deputy. 

An entry which follows (p. 32, verso), however, is of another 
sort: "necessaries for secretaries and clerks attending the Lo : Dep- 
utye & counsail viz. to Edmond Spencer ultimo Deer 1580 Xli et 
26 lunij 1581 Xli = XXli yr [£20 a year]." This apparently was 
the amount of Spenser's yearly salary as secretary to Grey. The 
sum was doubtless augmented by various perquisites. And the 
entry indicates that Spenser's position was that of official secretary 
to the Governor and Council and not that merely of Grey's per- 
sonal secretary. 

VII. Spenser's ibish topography 
This is not a contribution but is a call for help. A great deal 
has been written about the Irish place-names in Spenser's poetry,* 
KUcolman has been described very prettily,' but otherwise little has 
been made of Irish topography in elucidation of Spenser's biography. 
New Abbey, where apparently Spenser had residence for several 
years, has not been studied, the various localities mentioned in leases 

' Transcript by Mr. Henry R. Plomer from State Papers, Ireland, Elizabeth, Vol. 97, 
pp. 22-33, at p. 32, under dates of ult. Sept. 1580, 12 Dec. 1580, 28 Mar. 1581. 10 July 
1581, 9 Nov. 1581, 10 Feb. 1581 [1582], 12 Apr. 1582, 24 June 1582, and 24 Aug. 1582. 
Mr. Plomer was put to some trouble In locating Grosart's rather vague reference. 

' The place-names in the poetry are indexed in Whitman's Subject Index to the Poemt 
of Edmund Spenser, New Haven, 1918. See also Dublin University Magazine, XXII 
(1843), 583 ff.; LVIII (1861), 131 ff.; Edinburgh Bemew, OCHl9Qh),l^ ft.; Oentleman't 
Magazine, LXX (1800), il, 1127; LXXXVIII (1818),!, 224; Falklner, Essays Relating to 
Ireland, London, 1909, pp. 3-31; Joyce, Irish Names of Places, Dublin, 1870; Notes and 
Queries, Ser. IV, Vol. IV (1869), pp, 169-70; Ser. IV, Vol. VII (1870), pp. 317-18; 
C. Moore in Journal Cork Historical and Archaeological Society, X (1904), 31—33, 133—34; 
"Wblte, Historical and Topographical Notes, Cork, 1913, pp. 264-73; Hogan's Description 
of Ireland, 1698, Dublin, 1878, and the various early descriptions of Ireland there listed. 
See also Stanyhurst's Description of Ireland, in Holinshed. See Vallencey, Collectanea de 
Rebus Hibernicis, Dublin, 1786-1804, III, No. xli. 

' Gentleman's Magazine, LXXXVIII (1818), 577; Croker, Researches in the South of 
Ireland, London, 1824, pp. 108-10; Howitt, Homes of the Poets, London, 1847, pp. 13-39; 
W. A. Jones in Journal Cork Historical and Archaeological Society, VII (1901), 238—42; 
and in various lives of Spenser. 
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and grants remain unexplained, and the numerous place-names 
arrayed, and that rather systematically, in the View of Ireland still 
call for annotation. Many of these latter places Spenser doubtless 
had visited. What part had they in his life and in his mental 
furniture ? 

Now it is apparent from a passage in the View of Ireland^ that 
Spenser had before him a map of Ireland and depended upon it in 
part (as a good cartographer should), in outlining his recommenda- 
tions for the garrisoning of Ireland. What map did he use ? The 
printed maps' available to Spenser were: 

1. Hibemia sive Irlanda insula .... Venetiis, 1568. In one sheet, 
250X175 mm. Few names of places; little detail. Insufficient and probably 
not used. MS note in BM copy attributes this map to Zalterius and dates 
it 1560. 

2. Hibemia Insula .... 156S. In corner "Venetiis Aeneis formis 
Bolognini Zalterii Anno. M.D. LXVI." One sheet, 332X242 mm. Like 
No. 1, but more names of places. 

In the same volumes is 

3. Hybemianunclrlant (Venice 1570). 342X257 mm. A copy of No. 2 
enlarged. 

4. Eryn. Hiberniae Britannicae Insulae, nova descriptio. Irlandt .... 
In Addimentum theatri orbis lerrarum Abrahamus Ortelius. Antuerpiae 
1573. 476X357 mm. Based upon Giraldus Cambrensis. Many place 
names, but often different in form from those recited by Spenser. 

There is also 

5. A MS map said to have been made by Laurence NoweU (d.l576) 
the antiquary. Dean of Lichfield, and brother of Alex Nowell. Lithographed 
and printed by the Ordnance Survey, c. 1861. Perhaps Spenser had a copy 
of this. It is much more detailed than the others. 

6. In a valuable article on "Sixteenth Century Maps of Ireland"' 
R. Dunlop gives a descriptive catalogue of aU such maps still extant in the 
British Museum, the Pubhc Record Office, the Library of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and elsewhere, and calls attention to one in Trinity College, Dublin, 
as the best and fullest of all.* In the absence of evidence to the contrary 
may we not assume that this was the map to which Spenser refers ? 

' Globe ed. of Spenser, p. 652. Eudoxus uses the map for his guidance. Irenaeus 
(Spenser) perhaps has less need of It, and In relation to many places seems to speak from 
personal knowledge. 

2 Brit. Mua. Cat. Further details furnished me by Mr. Henry R, Plomer. 

•In the English Historical Review, XX (1905), 309-37. 

' No. 1209, 83 (.Abbott's Cat. of MSS, Trinity College, 1900), by Boazlo, c. 1578-80: 
"The most authoritative map of Ireland we possess for the period." 
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Are there any other maps of Ireland dating before 1596 which 
Spenser may have used ? 

VIII. Spenser's family 
Spenser's origin and the Lancashire question is still a matter of 
hot dispute. The evidence of the Lismore Papers (very imperfectly 
indexed) seems to settle the point that his wife was Elizabeth Boyle 
and that she was a kinswoman of Richard Boyle, with whom Spenser, 
according to the official records, came in contact at various points. 
That Sylvanus and Peregrine were his sons seems established. The 
evidence as to a third son Laurence and a daughter Catherine seems 
much vaguer and needs further investigation. ^ That he had a sister 
Sarah who kept house for him in Ireland before his marriage, who 
herself married a certain Travers and who received as a marriage 
portion from Spenser a part of the Kilcolman estate, is a matter of 
more moment in his life than the sentimental interest attaching to 
the posthumous fortunes of his children. The evidence as to this 
seems to rest on the authority of a "Pedigree of Spenser's Family" 
in the Patrician.^ A verification of the evidence is indicated. 

IX. Spenser's patrons and associates in Ireland 
Spenser's public career in Ireland inevitably brought him into 
touch with many men, especially with men in public station. Grey's 
influence was doubtless all powerful during the first two years 
(1580-82) of Spenser's sojourn in Ireland, and Grey was a consistent 
patron of men of letters and most of all of Spenser, his personal secre- 
tary and the most promising man of letters of his time. With this 
help and through the influence of his own attractive personality the 
new poet doubtless established many points of connection which were 

' Sir William Betham, "Genealogical Table ot Spenser's Descendants," Oentleman's 
Magazine (1842), ii, 140, "compiled by me from the records of Ireland." Ct. Lismore 
Papers. IV, 242-43. P. C. Spencer in Oentleman's Magazine (1842), ii, 138-43 (giving 
Betliam's Table), is the authority chiefly followed by Craik, Collier, R. W. Church, 
Grosart. etc. 

2 rAePaincion.V (London, 1848), 54-55. But cf. Betham, note 1 above; Keightleyin 
Eraser's Magazine, LX (1859), 410 ff. ; etc. The case for a younger brother " John " is more 
tenuous. Ct. Dictionary of National Biography, art. " Spenser, " p. 793. John Spenser 
was at Merchant Taylor's School in 1571. But is there any proof that he was Spenser's 
brother ? James Eustace, Viscount Baltinglas, to some of whose forfeited estates Spenser 
succeeded under lease, is stated to have married the daughter of Sir John Travers (.Dic- 
tionary of National Biography, s.v). Were the two Travers of the same family? Cf. 
Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, I, 602: that Enniscorthy was given by 
Elizabeth to John Travers, who conveyed the estate to Spenser. 
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useful to him in his subsequent career. The influence of the Sidney 
family may have continued to count for something. The Norris 
family/ long years prominent among the governors of Ireland, 
may have helped. His frequent relations with Bryskett are apparent 
from the Discourse as well as from the public records. And there 
was a host of other officials, Cowyk, Arland Ussher and his promising 
young son, the future archbishop, Wallopp, Boyle, St. Leger, Justice 
Saxey, Archbishop Loftus, Bishop Lyon, Dawtrey, Dillon, Dormer, 
Geoffrey Fenton, Greenham, Langherne, the members of the Council 
of Munster, and many others, with whom he was thrown.^ An 
attempt to reconstruct this society and to show the life of the times 
in Ireland in connection with Spenser would not be an impossible 
task and should be a highly interesting one. The Calendars of State 
Papers and other public documents would supply considerable 
material in relation to these men. The Liber Munerum Publicorum 
Hiberniae gives pretty complete lists of all officials in Ireland in 
Spenser's time.' The several articles in the Dictionary of National 
Biography with their accompanying references would afford an 
excellent starting-point. And there is much material of a miscel- 
laneous nature. Assuredly much new light on Spenser's career may 
be expected from researches in this field. 

Frederic Ives Carpenter 
Chicago 

' Did this connection date from tlie time of tlie employment ot "Edmonde Spencer" 
as bearer ot dispatches from Sir Henry Norris In France in 1569 ? 

2 On Spenser's associates in Ireland cf. Bagwell, Ireland under the Tudors, III, 
457-58. 

2 There is a list of Irish officials also in Harleian MS 4107, p. 56. See other material 
referred to in the Liber Munerum. 



